"Now is not the time to start raising the anxiety level about MERS", said Brian McCloskey (Public Health England \[PHE\], London, UK), at a meeting on Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) organised by PHE in London on July 9. Of the 80 confirmed cases on the day of the meeting, all have occurred in or been linked to the Middle East, and the virus seems to be spreading slowly. The first case treated in the UK, a 49-year-old Qatari man, died in June after heroic efforts to save his live, including 231 days of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, reported Chris Langrish (Guy\'s and St Thomas\', London). Infection causes diffuse alveolar damage, pulmonary haemorrage, and syncitial cell formation, said Thijs Kuiken (Erasmus Medical Centre, Rotterdam, Netherlands). Identifying the source of infection is a research priority. Albert Osterhaus (Erasmus Medical Centre) said the virus is related to coronaviruses found in bats but probably has intermediate mammalian hosts. Other priorities include establishing diagnostic tests and treatment strategies, and health and economic risk assessments.
